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The Flat-out Truth:

Eaxth Orbits? Moon Landings?
A Fraud! Says This Prophet
The idea of a spinning globe is only
a conspiracy of error that Moses,
Columbus, and FDR all fought ...
by Robert J. Schadewald

“ T h e f a c t s a r e s i m p l e ,”
says Charles K. Johnson,
president of the International
Flat Earth Reseilrch Society.
“The earth is flat.”
As you stand in his front yard, it
is hard to argue the point. From
am ong the Joshua trees, creosote
bushes, and tumbleweeds surround
ing his southern California hillside
home, you have a spectacular view
o f the Mojave Desert. It looks as
flat as a pool table. Nearly 20 miles
to the west lies the small city of
Lancaster; you can sec right over it.
Beyond Lancaster, 20 more miles as
th e cueball rolls, the Tehachepi
M ountains rise up from the desert
floor. Los Angeles is not far to the
south.
N e a r L a n c a ste r, you sec th e
Rockwell International plant where
the Space Shuttle was built. To the
north, beyond the next hill, lies Ed
wards A ir Force Base, where the
Shuttle was tested. There, also, the
Shuttle will land when it returns

from orbiting the earth. (At least,
that’s NA SA ’s story.)
“You can’t orbit a flat earth,”
says M r. Jo h n so n . “ T he Space
Shuttle is a joke—and a very ludi
crous joke.”
His soft voice carries conviction,
for Charles Johnson is on the level.
He believes that the main purpose
of the space program is to prop up a
dying m yth— the m yth th a t the
earth is a globe.
“ Nobody knows anything about
the true shape o f the world,” he
contends. “The known, inhabited
world is flat. Just as a guess. I’d say
that the dome of heaven is about
4,000 miles away, and the stars are
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about as far as San Francisco is
from Boston.”
As shown in a map published by
Johnson, the known world is as cir
cular and as flat as a phonograph
record. The N orth Pole is at the
center. At the outer edge lies the
southern ice, reputed to be a wall
150 feet high; no one has ever
crossed it, and therefore what lies
beyond is unknown.
The sun and moon, in the John
son version, are only about 32 miles
in diameter. They circle above the
earth in the vicinity of the equator,
and their apparent rising and set
ting are tricks of perspective, like
railroad tracks that appear to meet
in the distance. The moon shines by
its own light and is not eclipsed by
the earth. Rather, lunar eclipses are
caused by an unseen dark body oc
casionally passing in front of the
moon.
A Biblical Basis
J o h n s o n ’s beliefs a re firm ly
grounded in the Bible. Many verses
of the Old Testament imply that the
earth is flat, but there’s more to it
than that. According to the New
Testament, Jesus ascended up into
heaven.
“The whole point of the Copemican theory is to get rid of Jesus by
saying there is no up and no down,”
declares Johnson. “ The spinning
ball thing just makes the whole Bi
ble a big joke.”
Not the Bible but Johnson’s own
common sense allowed him to see
through the globe myth while he
was still in grade school. He con
tends that sensible people all over
the world, not just Bible believers.

Both Old and New
Testaments contain support
for his theories, declares
this flat-earth proponent,
who also refutes common
beliefs about sun, moon,
and space exploration, and
debunks the Shuttle.
realize that the earth really is flat.
“Wherever you find people with
a great reservoir of common sense,”
he says, “ they don’t believe idiotic
things such as the earth spinning
around the sun. Reasonable, intelli
gent people have always recognized
that the earth is flat.”
He pauses for a sip of coffee, his
eyes sparkling with animation. At
56, Charles Johnson is a bearded,
d istin g u ish ed -lo o k in g m an who
drinks cofTee seemingly by the gal
lon. He chain-smokes, hand-rolling
cigarettes so skillfully that they
seem factory made. Unlike the ster
eotypical prophet, he has a wry
sense o f hu m o r and a boom ing
laugh. Fond of plays on words, he
consistently pronounces Nicolaus
K oppem igk’s Latinized surname as
“co-pernicious.”
The Flat E arth Society’s presi
d en cy d escen d ed upon C h arles
Johnson in accord with the last
wishes of its founder, Samuel Shenton, an Englishm an who died in
1971. The society, which will round
out a quarter-century next year, is a
spiritual inheritor of the Universal
Zetetic Society, which flourished in
England in the last century.
U nder Johnson’s full-time presi
dency, the society’s paid-uo mem-
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bership has grown from a few per
sons to a few hundred. Membership
is open to anyone who is regarded
as sincerely seeking the truth; pro
spective members must sign a state
ment agreeing never to defame the
society. P art o f the $10 annual dues
pays for a subscription to the Flat
Earth News, a marvelously outspo
ken fo u r-p ag e tabloid q u arte rly
with an editorial style reminiscent
of 19th-century rural journalism.
2,000 Letters a Year

nion than th eir tastes in music.
They’re both vegetarians, for one
thing, but the overriding interest is
geography.
"M arjory has always known that
the earth is flat, too,” says Charles
Johnson. “As far as she knew, ev
erybody in Australia knew it. She
was rather shocked when she ar
rived here and found people speak
ing of Australia as being ‘down un
d er.’ It really offended her. She
w ould get in quite heated argu
ments with people who seemed to
accuse her o f coming from down
under the world.” Ultimately, M ar
jory Johnson swore in an afiidavit
that she had never hung by her feet
in Australia.

Johnson’s ofTice is barely con
trolled chaos. Books, papers, and
files are everywhere; his desk is cov
ered with correspondence. The flow
of letters, still increasing, now runs
around 2,000 a year, or a half-dozFlat Lakes, Too
en every day. Some are properly ad
dressed (Box 2533, Lancaster, CA
As secretary of the Flat Earth
93534), but he receives any mail Society, she assists in running it,
th at reaches Lancaster with “flat- and writes a regular column in the
earth” on it. And such letters some News. She has also helped her hus
times come from the far edges of band perform experiments to deter
th e w orld (an expression w hich m ine the earth’s shape. If it is a
Johnson and his membership accept sphere, the surface of a large body
quite literally). R um m aging in a o f water must be curved. The John
box on the floor, Johnson produces sons have checked the surfaces of
inquiries from Saudi Arabia, Iran, Lake Tahoe and the Salton Sea (a
India.
shallow salt lake in southern Cali
“ Everybody who writes gets an fornia near the M exican border)
answer,” he reports. “ An applica without detecting any curvature.
tion o r whatever is called for. We
Their home is a half-mile from
serve o u r p u rp o se in keeping it the nearest neighbor. Friends drop
alive. W hosoever asks, receives."
by now and then, but their primary
T he “we” includes his wife, M ar companions are a half-dozen dogs,
jory, who is a native of Australia. several cats, a flock of chickens,
T he Jo hnsons m et by chance in and a myriad o f sparrows roosting
1959, when they both went into a in a Joshua tree ju st outside the
San Francisco store to buy the same door. No electric-power line runs to
re c o rd . A c k e r B ilk ’s h a u n tin g the house, for which water must be
“Stranger on the Shore.” They dis carried up the hill. The physical
covered th at they had more in com- isolation is the ultim ate in priva
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cy—but another kind of isolation
proves to be less desirable.
“ We’re two witnesses against the
whole w orld,” observes C harles
Johnson. “We’ve chosen that path,
but it isolates us from everyone.
We’re not complaining; it has to be.
But it does kind of get to you some
times.”
In spite of the loneliness and the
frustrations, they press on. Charles
Johnson claims that most of the
people who shaped o u r m odern
world were flat-earthers, and some
of them didn’t have it easy, either.
Famous Flat-Earthers
You w eren ’t aware th a t f l a tearthers have played an important
part in history? Well, conventional
histories don’t make that clear. But
inasmuch as revisionist history is in
vogue, Charles Johnson should be
recognized as one of the leading
practitioners.
“ Moses was a flat-earther,” he
reveals. “The Flat Earth Society
was founded in 1492 B.C., when
Moses led the children of Israel out
of Egypt and gave them the Ten
Commandments at M ount Sinai.”
Conventional biblical chronology
dates the Ten Commandments to
1491 B.C., but it may be imprecise.
Perhaps Johnson prefers 1492 for
the symmetry. It was, after all, in
1492 A.D. that another famous flatearther made history.
Have you heard the story about
C o lu m b u s’s p ro b lem s w ith his
crew? As som e tell it, the crew
nearly m utinied because they re
garded the earth as flat, and feared
they might sail off its edge.
“ It was exactly the reverse,” ex

Charles Johnson: "M oses. Columbus.
George Washington, and FD R were all
flat-earthers."

plains Johnson. “There was a dis
pute out on the ship, but it was be
cause Columbus was a flat-earther.
The others believed the earth to be
a ball, and thoy just knew that they
w ere falling over th e edge and
couldn’t get back. Columbus had to
put them in irons and beat them un
til he convinced them they weren’t
going over any curve, and they
could retu rn . He finally calm ed
them down.”
Johnson believes th at the ball
business— though it goes back to
the Greek philosophers—really got
rolling after the Protestant Refor
mation.
“ I t ’s th e C h u rch o f E ngland
th at’s taught th at the world is a
ball,” he argues. “ George Washing
ton, on the other hand, was a flatearther. He broke with England to
get away from those superstitions.”
If Johnson is right, the American
SCI/D I^U LY I960
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R evolution failed. N o prom inent
A m erican politician is known to
have publicly endorsed the flatearth theory in the past two centur
ies. Nevertheless, Johnson contends
th a t this nearly happened right
after W orld W ar II, not for the U.S.
alone, but for the entire world.
Consider the United Nations:
“ Uncle Joe (Stalin), Churchill,
and Roosevelt laid the master plan
to bring in the New Age under the
United Nations,” Johnson discloses
with confidence. “The world ruling
power was to be right here in this
country. After the war, the world
would be declared flat and Roose
velt would be elected first president
o f the world. When the UN C harter
was drafted in San Francisco, they
took the flat-earth m ap as their
symbol.”
Why declare the world flat? John
son responds that a prophesied con
dition for world government (Isaiah
60:20) is th at the “ sun shall no
more go down.” This could be ful
filled by adm itting that sunrise and
sunset are optical illusions. The UN
did ad o p t for its official seal a
world map identical with the one
on J o h n s o n ’s o ffic e w a ll. B ut
Franklin Roosevelt died coincident
with the U N ’s birth, and the other
im minent events described by John
son never came about.
W hat did happen, according to
conventional historians, was that
Russia and the U.S. began space
programs. A fter the Russians sent
up Sputnik in 1957, the space race
was on in earnest. The high point
came in 1969, when the U.S. landed
men on the moon.
T hat, according to Johnson, is

"Well, if you insist on getting a
second opinion— then it isn’t
sciatica."

nonsense, because the moon land
ings were faked by Hollywood stu
dios. He even names the man who
wrote the scripts: the science-fiction
writer A rthur C. Clarke. But he ac
knowledges that the moon landings
were at least partly successful.
“Until then,” he says, “almost no
one seriously considered the world
a ball. The landings converted a few
of them, but many are coming back
now and getting off of it.”
Perhaps the Space Shuttle is in
tended to bolster the beliefs o f these
backsliders. W hatever its purpose,
Johnson is convinced that it is not
intended to actually fly. Because it
was built and t e s t ^ almost in his
back yard, he knows many people
who worked on it. W hat they’ve
told him about some aspects of its
co n stru ctio n only reinforces his
convictions.
“They moved it across the field,”
he sneers, “and it almost fell apart.
All those little side pieces are on
with epoxy, and half fell off!”
The Shuttle had other problems
besides heat re sistan t tiles th at
wouldn’t stick. F or instance,' when
the testers tried to mount it on a

747 for its first piggy-back test cal, but they didn’t have a picture
flight, it wouldn’t fit.
of the way it was, as we have today.
“Can you imagine that?” chortles O ur concept of the world is new.
Johnson. “ Millions of dollars they
“ M arjory and I are the avant
spent, and it wouldn’t fit! They had garde. W e’re way ahead o f th e
to call in a handyman to drill some pack.”
■
new holes to make the thing fit.
Then they took it up in the air—
Q u ic k Q u iz A n s w e rs
and some more of it fell to pieces.”
If the Shuttle ever does orbit on
(See Page 8)
its own, it’s supposed to return to
(1) The rule that bodies with low centers
Edwards A ir Force Base. To John
of gravity are more stable applies only to
son, that’s appropriate enough.
situations involving static equilibrium.
“ Do you know what they’re do W hen balancing a stick on the tip of a fin
ing at E dw ards right now ?” he ger, the finger is continuously moved so
asks. “ ‘Buck Rogers in the 25th as to keep it underneath the center of
gravity of the stick. This is because to as
Century’ is made right where they sure balance the point of support must al
claim th ey ’re going to land the ways be beneath the center of gravity.
Shuttle. Edwards is strictly a sci- However, when the stick is long, its mo
ment of inertia (i.e., its resistance to turn
ence-fiction base now.
“ Buck is a much better science ing) relative to the point of support is
large. As a result, the force of gravity
program , considerably m ore au  which is trying to turn the falling stick even
thentic. In fact, I recommend that farther away from the vertical can only do
the government get out of the space it very slowly, thus giving the person
business and turn the whole thing enough time to shift the finger back under
neath the center of gravity of the stick.
over to ABC, CBS, and NBC. The
(2) The rate of filling (i.e., the amount of
tv networks do a far superior job. rain that falls into the bucket per second)
They could actually pay the gov will not change. Although the cross-sec
ernment for rights, and it wouldn’t tional area of the rain falling into the buck
et decreases, the velocity of the raindrops
cost the taxpayers a penny.”
not only changes direction but also in
Flat Earth Society members are creases in magnitude. In other words, the
working actively to bring the Shut rate at which the bucket fills depends only
tle charade to an end. They hope to on the vertical component of the velocity
force the government to let the pub of the raindrops, which is not altered by
the wind.
lic in on what the power elite has
(3) Big sails are just as strong as small
known all along: the plane truth.
sails. This contradicts the general princi
“ W hen the U nited States de ple that structures get w eaker with in
clares th e e a rth is f la t,” says creasing size. In this case the load (I.e.,
Charles Johnson, “and we hope to wind) is proportional to the area of the sail,
so it increases as the square of the linear
be instrumental in making it do so, dimension rather than the cube as is usu
it will be the first nation in all re- . ally the case when the load is in the form
corded history to be known as a of weight. Hence, the load per unit area is
independent of the area of the sail. For
flat-earth nation.
the same reason, big umbrellas can resist
“In the old days, people believed wind just as easily as small umbrellas.
the earth was flat, because it’s logi

